The AAEE 2014 research symposium in Hobart provided a privileged space for researchers and practitioners within environmental education and sustainability education (EE/SE) to come together and create dialogues about education for sustainability research. This essay is a critical reflection from postgraduate researchers about the symposium and the EE/SE research landscape more broadly. The authors interrogate contemporary research frameworks and practices, and deliberate on how current perceptions enable and inhibit performance within EE/SE research. The authors ask provocative questions and encourage readers to imagine for themselves what a new research landscape, freed of calcified frameworks and entrenched systems, might look like. The essay then draws on an ecological systems perspective as a means of reimagining EE/SE research within a more emergent landscape that values inclusivity, democracy, collaborative inquiry and curiosity. (EE/SE), we, the authors, found the symposium to be a catalyst for thinking about how 22 it is that we 'consider' and 'perform' EE/SE research. As a group of first-year PhD stu-23 dents, we have reflected on the research landscape in which we are located. In this essay,
it is that we 'consider' and 'perform' EE/SE research. As a group of first-year PhD stu-23 dents, we have reflected on the research landscape in which we are located. In this essay, 24 we aim to open a penetrating dialogue about the practice and meaning of research 25 within contemporary research frameworks. We ask provocative questions and invite 26 EE/SE researchers to critically reflect on how their own research practices and perfor-27 mance are mediated by deep-rooted frameworks and methodologies.
28
A key stimulus for the symposium was to respond to the provocation: ' (Poole, 2015) . The need to produce, sell, commercialise, com-48 modify, and consume knowledge is paradoxically challenging the essence of EE/SE 49 research (Gruenewald, 2004) . Some movement is happening in this space through ini-
50
tiatives such as open-source publication and self-initiated communities of practice. In a similar light, we wondered about the presence of reciprocity at the sympo-117 sium, which spurred us to consider reciprocity more broadly in the research landscape. net.au). Can we further these ideas and look to ecological systems to imagine a dif- 
139
In some ecological systems a disturbance leads to renewed biodiversity. Imagine our 140 research space as a shoreline, home to an assemblage of sessile, intertidal animals com-141 peting for space on the rocky substrate. In this provocation we envisage dialogical space 142 wherein new ideas flow in the drift of a current, settle, take hold, and grow into a colony, 143 reaching into and connecting with the others already there; adding colour, texture, and 144 richness to the rocky landscape of EE/SE research.
145
We are privileged to have a voice in this dialogue, and we acknowledge that many In being inspired by an ecological metaphor, we look to the evolution of organisms, 154 the self-organisation and emergent properties in biological systems, and the interac-155 tions and connections that shape them (Green, 1992 
